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Neles Tebay was born on February 13, 1964 in West Papua. He is now a priest in the diocese of 
Jayapura, West Papua, Rector of Fajar Timur School of Philosopy and Theologoy in West 
Papua, and coordinator of Papua Peace Network promoting dialogue between the Government of 
Indonesia and Indigenous Papuans. From 1998 to 2000 he worked as a journalist for The Jakarta 
Post (an English-language daily published in the Indonesian capital of Jakarta).  He was educated 
at the Fajar Timur School of Philosopy and Theologoy in Jayapura. He obtained  his PhD in 
Missiology from the Pontifical Urban University in Rome in March 2006. The title of his PhD 
thesis was “The Reconciling Mission of the Church in West Papua in the Light of Reconciliatio 
et Paenitentia”.  

He is the author of four books: (1) West Papua: The struggle for peace with justice published by 
the Catholic Institute for International Relations/CIIR, London, in 2005; (2) Interfaith 
Endeavours for Peace in West Papua: Aachen, Missio, 2006;  (3) Papua: Its Problems and 
possibilities for a peaceful solution, Jayapura: SKP, 2008; (4) Dialog Jakarta-Papua: Sebuah 
Perspektif Papua, Jayapura: SKP, 2009 (Dialogue between Jakarta and Papua: a Perspective 
from Papua: Aachen/Germany, Missio, 2009 ). 

He has been regular contributor for The Jakarta Post and Indonesian daily Suara Pembaharuan 
published in Jakarta, and Pasific Post published in Jayapura.  

He has been guest speaker on  Human Rights, Justice, Peace, and Multiculturalism, for at least 
10 times outside Indonesia and at least 14 times in Indonesia.  


