
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STUDIES MAJOR 
 

Preparation for the Major: 6 Lower Division Courses Plus Foreign Language 
 

 Economics Prep (1 Course) 
 

Economics 1 or 2 
 

 Statistics Prep (1 Course) 
 
Economics 41, Political Science 6(R), or Statistics 10(H), 12 
 

 Social Science Preps (4 Courses) 
 
Four courses, each from a different department, selected from:  Anthropology 9 • Geography 3, 4, 5, or 6 • History 8A, 
8B, 8C, 9A, 9D, 9E, M10A, 10B(W), 11B, 21, or 22 • Political Science 20, 50(R) • Sociology 1 
 

 Foreign Language (Up to 6 Courses) 
 

Completion of the sixth quarter (Intermediate Level) of any modern foreign language.   
 
The language requirement can also be fulfilled in part or in total via a language placement exam given through appropriate 
language departments. If you have tested completely out of the language requirement, please present a copy of the results to 
the IDS Academic Counselor. 

 
Admission to the Major:  To enter the International Development Studies major, students must: 

• Complete all preparation courses for a letter grade. 
• Complete one modern foreign language equivalent to level 3 at UCLA.  Remaining language courses may be completed 

while the student has major standing.  
• Obtain a minimum grade point average (GPA) of 2.00 in all prep courses.  
• After satisfying the preparation requirements, students may declare the IDS major upon consultation with the IDS Counselor. 

 

The Major: 13 Upper Division Courses 
 

Part I.  Theory & Development Practice (4 courses) 
 

 IDS 100A.  Intro to International Development Studies: Economic Development & Culture Change 
 IDS M100B.  Intro to International Development Studies: Political Economy of Development 
 IDS 150.  The Economics of Developing Countries 
 IDS 191.  Senior Seminar: Variable Topics in International Development Studies 

 
Part II.  Research Methodology (1 course) 

 
 One course from the following: Anthropology 139, M186 • Asian American Studies 103 • Chicana/o Studies 123, 

129 • Economics 103 • Geography 163 • Political Science 170A  • Sociology 106A, 110, 113 
 

Part III.  Social & Critical Theory (3 courses) 
 

 Three courses, each from a different department 
• Anthropology 150, 152, 153P, 161 
• Economics 111, 112, 113, 120 
• Geography 110, 121, M128, 133, 140, 142, 148, 155 
• Political Science 118, 122A, M122B, 124A, 167A, 168 
• Sociology 101, M115, 116, 182, 183, 191D 

 
Part IV.  Regional & Thematic Electives (5 courses) (see reverse for list) 

 
 Four Regional Courses:  Two courses each from two separate developing regions of the world  

• Region 1–two courses 
• Region 2–two courses 

 
 One additional course from any region OR from the list of thematic electives 



Course list for Regional and Thematic Electives (Part IV) 
 
• REGIONAL ELECTIVES: 
 
East Asia and East Central Asia 
Anthropology 175Q, 175T, 175V • Art History C115B, C115F • Asian 163 • Chinese 151, 152 • Communication Studies 183, 184 • 
Geography 186 • History 169B, 170B, M170C, 170D • Korean 150, 151, 155, 180B, 180C • Political Science 135, 159A, 159B • 
Sociology 179, 181  
 
Eastern Europe and West Central Asia 
Anthropology 175R • Czech 155 • History 107C, 107E, 120A, 120B, 120C, 120D, 127B, 127C • Political Science 128B, 156A, 
156B, 156C, 156D • Romanian 152 • Russian 119, 120, 125, 126, M127, 131 • Serbian/Croatian 154 • Slavic 125, 126  
 
Latin America and the Caribbean Basin 
Anthropology 173Q, 174P • Art History 110G, C110H • Chicana/o Studies 125, M126, M144 • Community Health Sciences 132 • 
Comparative Literature M174 • Ethnomusicology M108A, 108B, 113 • Geography 181, 182A, 182B • History 157B, 159, 160A, 
160B, 161, 162A, 162C • Latin American Studies 191 • Political Science 124C, 131, 154A, 154B • Portuguese 141 • Sociology 
M178, 186 • Spanish 161 
 
Middle East and North Africa 
Anthropology 176 • Geography 187 • History 105B, 105C, 111C • Political Science 132A, M132B, 157, 165 • Sociology 187 
 
South and Southeast Asia and Pacific Islands 
Anthropology 175U, 177 • Art History 114D, 114F • Asian American Studies M164, 171E • Ethnomusicology 146, 147 • Geography 
185 • History 174B, 174C, 175A, 175C, 176A, 176B, 176C, 176E, 177A, 177B • Political Science 158 • Southeast Asian 130, 135, 
157, 170A, 170B, 170C • Theater 102B • Vietnamese M155, 180A, 180B • 
 
Sub-Saharan Africa  
Anthropology 171 • Art History 118C, C119C, C119D • Comparative Literature 169 • Ethnomusicology C136A, C136B • 
Geography 122, 135 • History 164B, 164C, 164D, 164E, 166B, 166C, 167A, 167B, 167C, 168B • Political Science 133, 151A, 151B, 
151C 
 
 
• THEMATIC ELECTIVES: 
 
Anthropology 130, 153, M154Q, M155Q, 167, M168 • Comparative Literature C173 • Economics 121, 122, 137, 150, 151, 171, 180 
• Education M108, C126 • Environment 122 • Film & Television 106C, 112 • Geography M109, 147, 157, 159C • History 131A • 
Political Science 116A, 123A, 126, 137A, 137B • Sociology 154, 184, 191F • Women’s Studies M147C, 168 • World Arts & 
Cultures 100A 
 
 

************************************************************************************* 
 

 This Major Worksheet pertains to requirements for the International Development Studies major effective 06 Fall. 
 All courses used towards the major (including preparation for the major courses) must be taken for a letter grade. The GPA for 

prep courses must be at least 2.00.  The Global GPA for major courses must be at least 2.00. 
 Students must fulfill a minimum of 24 Upper Division units (6 courses) towards their major while at UCLA. 

 
 
Course descriptions are available from the IDS website: http://www.international.ucla.edu/idps/ids 
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