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Participants 

 
Melissa Barnett is a doctoral student and a research assistant to Drs. Melissa Hardy and Neil 
Charness at the Pepper Institute, Florida State University. 

 
In 1996, I graduated magna cum laude and received a BA in English (writing) / minor - music 
from Denison University in Granville, OH, and afterwards attended The New England 
Conservatory of Music in Boston, MA to continue my classical vocal training.  In 2002, I 
received my MS in sociology from FSU.  For my Master’s paper, entitled “Host Nation 
Identification: Foreigners & Repatriates in Germany,” I utilized the German Socioeconomic 
Panel data (GSOEP) (the 1996 and 1997 waves).  My interest in the area of belonging and how 
a sense of belonging develops led me to focus my Master’s paper on the host nation 
identification of non-natives living in Germany, where historically repatriates / ethnic Germans 
received citizenship and foreigners did not.  However, the GSOEP is more of labor-based data 
set, which aligns well with my minor at FSU -- social organizations.  My research interest in the 
role of citizenship arose from of my readings for my Master’s paper, where some scholars 
described citizenship as an exclusionary mechanism (Brubaker 1992; Mackert 1998) and others 
spoke of its decline (Jacobson 1996; Soysal 1994).  As a social stratification major at FSU, I 
knew citizenship was not included in the stratification literature as key element, which I 
strongly believe should be included in the cannon.  Consequently, I am currently pursuing my 
dissertation, which combines my research interest in citizenship and organizations by focusing 
on the role of multiple membership statuses within the U.S. and Germany and how this 
influences the labor market situations of non-citizens, especially for Mexicans and Turks who 
typically possess low-skilled backgrounds relative to their counterparts.   
email: mdb7747@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
 

 
Debbie Boehm is a Ph.D candidate in Anthropology at the University of New Mexico, where she 
also received her M.A. in Latin American Studies.  
 

She graduated with a B.A. in English from the University of California at Santa Barbara.  She 
has taught courses in Anthropology and Gender/Women Studies, and conducted several years of 
ethnographic research based in San Luis Potosí, Mexico and New Mexico, U.S.A.  Her 
dissertation De Ambos Lados/From Both Sides Gender, Family, and Nation among 
Transnational Mexicans explores how family relations structure and are shaped by immigration, 
and how gender subjectivities are transforming through transnational movement.  Boehm s 
research interests include gender and family, (im)migration and transnationalism, citizenship 
and emergent forms of national membership, the U.S. naturalization process, and the U.S.-
Mexico Borderlands. 
email:dboehm@unm.edu
 
 

Ödül Bozkurt is a PhD candidate in the Department of Sociology at UCLA. 

mailto:mdb7747@garnet.acns.fsu.edu
mailto:dboehm@unm.edu


 
B.A. in Political Science and International Relations, M.A. in History-- 
Bogaziçi University, Istanbul, Turkey; M.A. in Sociology--UCLA. 
 
I have been in the field for dissertation research in Sweden, Finland and Turkey for my 
dissertation research on and off since the fall of 2002. In my work I investigate the employment 
experience of high-skilled workers in transnational  corporations in the mobile 
telecommunications sector during times of rapid market expansion, market uncertainty and 
contraction. I am especially interested in the various forms of geographical mobility, including 
but not  restricted to immigration "proper",  that are required and facilitated by employment in a 
transnational corporation. My ambition is to provide an understanding of how individual actors 
navigate their lives in the superimposed worlds of the transnational social space of the 
corporation on the one hand and of national polities, on the other. The research has been funded 
by CEES and ISOP at UCLA, CERS at UC Berkeley and the SSRC's Program on the 
Corporation as a Social Institution. I have taught various sociology courses in Turkey, Sweden 
and the US and speak, though not equally fluently, Turkish, English, Swedish and French. 
email:obozkurt@ucla.edu

 
 
Cristina Bradatan is a Ph.D. student in Sociology & Demography at Pennsylvania State 
University.  

 
Before coming to the US, she studied in Romania and Czech Republic. She is interested in 
international demography, demographic methods and migration in Central Europe and the 
Balkans. 
email:bradatan@pop.psu.edu

 
 
Jorge Bravo is a Ph.D. candidate in Political Science at Duke University.  

 
Born and raised in Mexico. Previous education: El Colegio de Mexico and Oxford University. 
General interests within Political Science: Comparative Politics (Latin America), American 
Politics, Quantitative Methods. Past papers: a game-theoretic model of policy commitment and 
party competition in a two-dimensional space; uncertainty and vote choice in new democracies. 
Current research: the political economy of Mexico-US migration in comparative perspective (a 
view from the source countries). Particular interest: analyze the consequences of migration in 
terms of political competition and governmental accountability at the sub-national level in 
Mexico. Some recent interests: internal migration in China and East-West Germany. 
email: jb34@duke.edu

 
 
Beth Buggenhagen is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Rochester. 
 

Professor Buggenhagen received her Ph.D. from the University of Chicago. Prof. Buggenhagen 
has conducted field research in Senegal and the U.S. and is interested in gender, domesticity, 
the post-colony and the historical development of global circulation. She conducted fieldwork 
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on the remittances, religious offerings and household structures of disciples and traders of the 
Senegalese Murid trade diaspora in Dakar and Tuba, Senegal from 1999 to 2000 in the summer 
of 1997 and 1998.  She also conducted research on the religious organization of Murid disciples 
in Chicago, Illinois from 1996 to 1997. She is currently working on a project on Senegalese 
portraiture, gift exchange and family ceremonies in relation to Murid trade networks in New 
York City. 
email:bbuggenh@mail.rochester.edu
 

 
Wenhong Chen is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Sociology and research associate at 
NetLab, Centre for Urban and Community Studies, University of Toronto. 
 

Wenhong received her BA in economics from the University of International Business and 
International Economics, Beijing, and studied sociology at the University of Munich. Wenhong 
has a number of publications on Internet use, entrepreneurship, and social network. She has 
presented at scholarly conferences in North America and Europe. Collaborating with Prof. 
Barry Wellman, Wenhong is working on the transnational entrepreneurship project funded by 
Initiative in the New Economy, Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 
email:wenchen@chass.utoronto.ca  

 

Anne Soon Choi is a Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow and visiting Assistant Professor of American 
Studies at the University of Kansas. 

 
Anne Soon Choi earned her Ph.D. in History in May 2003 from the University of Southern 
California and has held the Andrew Mellon postdoctoral fellowship in the Department of 
History at Swarthmore College for the academic year 2003-2004. A past participant in the 
SSRC Minority Summer Dissertation Workshop (Summer 2001), Choi is currently revising her 
dissertation Border Crossings: The Politics of Korean Nationalism, 1919-1945 for publication. 
An article taken from her dissertation, "Are They Koreaned Enough?: The Politics of 
Generation and the Korean Independence Movement," was recently published in Amerasia 
Journal Winter 2004. Choi will join the faculty in the American Studies Department at the 
University of Kansas, Lawrence as an assistant professor in the Fall of 2004. 
email:achoi1@swarthmore.edu
 
 

David Cook Martín is a Ph.D. candidate in Sociology at UCLA. 
 
The central focus of my dissertation research is on the role of states in shaping mobility and 
membership patterns through migration and nationality policies. The empirical focus is on 
Argentina, Italy, and Spain, countries linked by migration flows and networks since the mid to 
late 19th century. The study draws on documentary analysis of migration and nationality laws, 
regulations, inter-state treaties, legislative debates, diplomatic records, and administrative 
accounts from Argentina, Italy, and Spain, and on ethnographic observation of nationality 
application procedures. It argues that contemporary state membership patterns in these countries 
emerged from inter-state competition to generate or maintain ties with migrants and their 
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descendants. The study extends current sociological understandings of migratory politics and 
state membership by examining less emblematic, yet analytically significant cases. 
email:dcook@ucla.edu

 
 
Angie Y. Chung is Assistant Professor of Sociology at the State University of New York at 
Albany.   
 

She received her B.A. in Sociology from Yale University (1996) and her M.A. (1998) and Ph.D. 
(2001) in Sociology from the University of California, Los Angeles.  Supported by the Social 
Science Research Council, she worked as a post-doctoral research fellow at the Center for 
Comparative Immigration Studies at the University of California San Diego.  She has published 
on the topic of ethnic organizations/ politics, coalition-building, race relations theory, and 
second-generation youth in several journals and books.  She is currently working on a 
monograph on the inter-generational politics of the Korean American community in Los 
Angeles and a new pilot study on marriage, children and culture among sons/ daughters of 
Asian immigrant families.  Her research interests include urban sociology, international 
migration, race relations theory, interethnic relations, Asian American studies, and ethnic 
organizations. 
email:aychung@albany.edu

 
 
Adriana Cruz Manjarrez is a Ph. D student in the World Arts and Cultures Department at 
UCLA. 

 
Her work has moved between anthropology, migration, and performance studies investigating 
the role of expressive culture in the shaping of ethnic identity of indigenous groups. Her current 
research deals with issues of Zapotec indigenous migration, identity, gender, and culture. 
email:adricrum@ucla.edu
 

 
Allison Rosemary Davis is PhD candidate in the Department of Anthropology at the University 
of Arizona. 
 

My research interests are based in eastern Senegal, theories of transnational identity, the 
anthropology of migration, political ecology and the ethnographic tradition in cultural 
anthropology.  A motivating question for my research, from the vantage point of three Soninke 
villages in the Upper Senegal River Valley, is how to best portray the embeddedness of 
everyday decisions, meaningful categories, and individual worldviews within a wider system of 
historical transnational migration. The research objectives for this dissertation are summarized 
as follows: (1) Soninke villages in the Department of Bakel, Senegal, are at a turning point in 
the stage of their transnational networks: more and more migrants are staying abroad 
permanently, and traveling to relatively new destinations. (2) There are practices within 
households and within the public sphere that constitute a community response to this trend, as 
they employ stories, value-models, symbols, rites, or rules of labor allocation that are 
collectively constituted and understood.  If these practices are related to the same end goal – to 
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encourage migrants to remit, to return their labor, and to maintain rural connections – it is 
possible to discuss a community-wide response that goes beyond the level of individual 
household decision modeling. 
email:ardavis@u.arizona.edu
 

Elaine Howard Ecklund is a Ph.D. candidate in Sociology at Cornell University. 
 

I will receive a 2004 Ph.D. in sociology from Cornell University for my dissertation, The 
‘Good’ American: Religion and the Civic Lives of Korean Americans, which examined the civic 
narratives and practices of second-generation Korean American Christians.  My broader 
research agenda focuses on the influence of new immigrants on American institutions, in 
particular established religious institutions in the United States.  This summer I will begin a 
two-year research fellowship in the sociology department at Rice University.  I will expand my 
dissertation research and study religion and civic life among second-generation immigrant 
groups from different religious traditions.   
email:emh5@cornell.edu

 
 
Marilyn Espitia is Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and a Research Associate 
of the Center of Immigration Research at the University of Houston.   
 

She received her Ph.D. in sociology from The University of Texas at Austin (2003) where she 
specialized in demography and immigration.  Her research interests include the integration and 
settlement patterns of immigrants in the United States, comparative race and ethnicity, gender, 
and U.S. Latinos.  Currently, she is examining how the naturalization experiences of 
contemporary Latin American immigrants in the United States challenge the assimilation 
narrative of citizenship acquisition and how the formation of transnational social spaces shift 
the meaning of national belonging. 
email:mespitia@uh.edu

 
 
Vanesa Estrada is a doctoral student in the Department of Sociology at UCLA. 

 
Her areas of interest include social stratification, race/ethnicity, demography, and immigration. 
Her current work focuses on residential segregation, neighborhood change and assimilation. 
Estrada is a Ford Foundation Pre-doctoral fellow. 
email:estrada@ucla.edu

 
 
David Fitzgerald is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Sociology at UCLA.  
 

His primary research interests are international migration, nationalism and ethnicity, political 
sociology, ethnographic and comparative-historical methodology, and the sociology of Latin 
America. He is the author of Negotiating Extra-Territorial Citizenship: Mexican Migration and 
the Transnational Politics of Community (Center for Comparative Immigration Studies, 
University of California, San Diego, 2000) and has published on transnationalism, organized 
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immigrant labor, and nationality law in the American Journal of Sociology, Ethnic and Racial 
Studies, and a forthcoming issue of Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies. He is currently 
conducting dissertation research in the Mexican state of Jalisco in a ‘revisit’ of the county of 
Arandas, first studied by Berkeley economist Paul Taylor in the early 1930s. The dissertation 
examines Mexican state and elite responses to a century of mass emigration. 
email:dfitzger@ucla.edu

 
 
Valeria Galetto is currently a Ph.D. candidate in Development Studies at the University of 
Wisconsin, Madison. 

 
I was born and raised in Cordoba City, Argentina. I did my BA in social communication at the 
Universidad Nacional de Córdoba, and in 1994 moved to Mexico City to study social 
anthropology. After gaining a Master’s degree at the Universidad Iberoamericana, in 1999 I 
moved to Madison to continue my studies at the University of Wisconsin, where I am now a 
doctoral candidate in development studies. My dissertation looks at the dynamics between 
international migration and local development in rural areas in Mexico. In particular, it aims at 
contributing to three specific areas: the determinants of migration, the determinants of migrants’ 
investment in their communities of origin, and gender relations among migrant and non-
migrants households.             
email:mvgaletto@wisc.edu

 
 
Jamie Goodwin-White is currently a Ph.D. candidate in Geography at the University of 
Washington. 
 

I received my MA (Geography) from Arizona State University in 2001. My research interests 
focus on how prospects for immigrant and second generation incorporation are influenced by 
the contexts of inequality in the places where they live and work.  To this extent, I examine 
questions of where and how the second generation makes relative wage gains with regard to 
both immigrants and natives, and the connections between spatial and social mobility.  I employ 
relative distribution analysis in consideration of wage structures and labor queuing/segmenting 
for various groups in U.S. cities, and further decompose relative wage changes to examine 
whether there are place- and generation- specific returns to education.  I am also interested in 
the interactions of place effects and individual characteristics in understanding how immigrants 
and their children are fitted into existing local structures of inequality, and how these local 
structures are connected with internal mobility and different opportunities that may be available 
elsewhere.   
email: jamiegw@u.washington.edu

 
 
Sarah Gualtieri is Assistant Professor of Middle East History at Loyola University, New 
Orleans. 
 

She completed her undergraduate studies at McGill University in Montréal, Québec, and holds 
an M.A. in Middle East studies and doctorate in History from the University of Chicago. Her 
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field of specialization is the history of the modern Middle East and her research focuses on 
migration, race and national identity formation in Syria, Lebanon, Israel/Palestine and in their 
respective diasporas. Her articles and reviews are published in Encyclopedia of  Chicago 
History, The Journal of American Ethnic History, The Journal of Religion and Radical History 
Review. She is currently working on a book entitled "Becoming White: Race, Religion and 
Identity among Early Syrian Immigrants in the United States." 
email:smgualti@loyno.edu
 
 

Miryam Hazan Bejar is a PhD candidate in Government at the University of Texas at Austin.  
 

My research interests focus on the study of diasporas, political transnationalism and the 
processes of incorporation of migrants in their host and home polities from a comparative 
perspective. I am also particularly interested in the study of the patterns of organization and 
political behavior of Mexican immigrants in the United States. Prior to my PhD Studies I 
obtained a masters degree in Latin American Studies from Georgetown University with a 
specialty in international relations.  In Mexico, my country of origin, I was a journalist for six 
years at the financial newspaper El Financiero, where I worked for the political and the 
financial sections. At this institution I also conducted investigative journalism for one year. 
email:hazanm@mail.utexas.edu    

 
 
Christel Kesler is a doctoral candidate in the Department of Sociology at the University of 
California, Berkeley. 
 

Her research interests include social stratification, welfare regimes, Eastern and Western 
European societies, quantitative methodologies, and international migration. Her dissertation 
research focuses on how labor market and welfare state structures shape migrant employment 
outcomes in Germany, Sweden, and Britain. She has previously published on educational 
mobility in East and West Germany. 
email:ckesler@berkeley.edu

 
 
Amy Lutz is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Sociology Syracuse University at 
Syracuse University. 
 

Amy Lutz completed her Ph.D. in sociology and M.A. in Latin American and Caribbean 
Studies at the University at Albany, State University of New York in 2002.  She is currently a 
Spencer Foundation postdoctoral fellow at the Center for Social Organization of Schools and 
Department of Sociology at the Johns Hopkins University.  Starting in the fall of 2004, Lutz 
will be an assistant professor of sociology at Syracuse University. Her research addresses issues 
related to immigrant incorporation, language acquisition and maintenance among immigrants 
and their descendents, racial-ethnic educational disparities, neighborhood effects and residential 
segregation, and historical and comparative research on migration.   
email:alutz@csos.jhu.edu
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Francis Njubi Nesbitt is Assistant Professor of African Studies at San Diego State University. 
 

A Kenyan national, he is currently (2003-2004) a postdoctoral fellow with the Global Fellows 
Program at the University of California, Los Angeles. Nesbitt is the author of Race for 
sanctions: African Americans against apartheid, 1946-1994 (Bloomington: Indiana University 
Press, 2004) and articles in Mots Pluriel, Critical Arts, African Issues and other academic 
journals.  
email: fnesbitt@international.ucla.edu

 
 
Maddalena Marinari is a graduate student in history at the University of Kansas in Lawrence, 
KS. 
 

I am from Montella, a small town near Naples, Italy.  I graduated from the Istituto Universitario 
in Naples, Italy, in March 2001 with a degree in English and French language and literature and 
with an undergraduate thesis on Montellesi living in Norristown, PA.  During my last two years 
in college, my interests shifted from literature to history, more specifically European and United 
States history with an emphasis on migration.  I had always wanted to study in the United 
States, so I began a Ph.D. at KU in the spring of 2002.  I am a double major in European and 
US history, and I have a minor in American Studies with an emphasis on gender and ethnicity.  
I just recently became ABD, and in the last academic year I have also been working on my 
dissertation proposal.  My dissertation will deal with the Italian and Eastern European Jewish 
communities in San Francisco, Pittsburgh, and Albany from the Great Depression to the early 
fifties. I am interested in understanding the interplay of ethnicity, gender, and class during the 
Great Depression, the Second World War, and the suburbanization of the early fifties. At the 
same time, I want to analyze how the different economic basis of the cities that I am studying 
and the increasing presence of the government in those communities and society at large 
affected the members of these communities’ construction of their identity.  Finally, I will 
investigate how their family and community strategies to better their social status while 
adapting to American society evolved and changed during the period of my study. 

 
Mark Overmyer-Velázquez is Assistant Professor at the Department of History at the 
University of Connecticut.   
 

I am in the initial stages of a new project provisionally entitled, A Transnational History of 
Mexico U.S. Migration.This study will be a history of transnational labor communities that 
migrated from the Mexican state of Oaxaca to southern California between the end of the 
nineteenth century to the present. The study emerges from my dissertation (Yale University, 
2002) research concerning the history of Oaxaca City, Mexico (Visions of the Emerald City: 
Politics, Culture, and Modernity in Oaxaca City, Mexico, 1876-1920, under contract with Texas 
University Press) and stands at the intersection of Mexican and U.S. Latino history.  It will 
explore the origins of what has become one of the largest transnational communities in the 
world. My research interests overlap and intersect with many of the themes of the Summer 
Institute on International Migration. My project explicitly concerns the history of U.S. Mexico 
Migration and examines the influence of religion via the Catholic Church in the formation of 
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labor communities and organizations in Mexico throughout the twentieth century. I pay 
particular attention to the social construction of ethnicity and gender as the Mexican state and 
all Mexicans struggled to define themselves in the post-revolutionary era in the face of the 
exodus millions of the countrys inhabitants to the United States. In the course of my research I 
will employ ethnographic study methods, especially in my collection of individual narratives 
through oral histories. I am currently the Andrew Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow at the Center for 
the Humanities at Wesleyan University and will join the History Department at the University 
of Connecticut this fall. 
email:movermyervel@wesleyan.edu

 
 
Camila Pastor is a Ph.D candidate in Anthropology at UCLA. 
 

email: cpastor@ucla.edu
 
 
Carolyn Pinedo Turnovsky is currently a joint visiting fellow at the Center for Comparative 
Immigration Studies and Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies at UCSD. 
 

She is also a doctoral student in sociology at The CUNY Graduate Center in New York, where 
she is writing her dissertation on day laborers working in New York City.  She received the 
B.A. degree in sociology from Columbia University and her M.A. degree in sociology from 
Queens College, CUNY.  Her current research interests focus on international migration, 
particularly recent migration to New York, the working poor, the social construction of identity, 
race and ethnic relations, and the role of space and place in the migration experience. 
email:cturnovsky@ucsd.edu

 
 
Fernando Riosmena is a Ph.D. candidate in Demography and Sociology at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 
 

His main research interests intersect the fields of international migration, formal and social 
demography, research methodology, and Latin American studies. His (ongoing) doctoral 
dissertation attempts to describe and explain the return migration dynamics for Latin American 
migrants in the United States using comparable individual- and macro-level data. 
email:riosmena@pop.upenn.edu
 

 
Patrisia Macias Rojas is a doctoral student in the Department of Sociology at the University of 
California, Berkeley.   
 
 Her dissertation uses ethnographic and interview methods to examine local practices that state 
and private transnational actors use to regulate the entry and exit of undocumented labor 
migration at the Arizona/Sonora and Texas/Chihuahua border regions.  Areas of interest 
include: international migration and nation-states, globalization, urban sociology, race and 
ethnic relations, and qualitative methods. 
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Robert Chao Romero is a U.C. President’s postdoctoral fellow, UCLA Department of History, 
School of Law, and Chicano Studies Research Center. 
 

His research interests lie in the intersection of Latin American, Asian American, and Chicano 
Studies.  Specifically, I am interested in the historical and contemporary relations between 
Asians and Latinos, both in Latin America and the United States.  His dissertation, titled, The 
Dragon in Big Lusong:  Chinese Immigration and Settlement in Mexico, 1882-1940, is a social 
history of the Chinese in Mexico.  Unbeknownst to most, tens of thousands of Chinese 
immigrated to Mexico during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries following the 
passage of the United States Chinese Exclusion Act in 1882.   Chinese immigrants poured into 
Mexico for two main purposes:  (1) To use Mexico as a surreptious gateway into the United 
States (thereby becoming the first undocumented immigrants to enter the United States from 
Mexico); and, (2)  to take advantage of the many economic opportunities in Mexico which had 
become available as a consequence of the modernization plan of Mexican President Porfirio 
Diaz.  The Chinese became the second largest foreign ethnic group in all of Mexico (second 
only to Spaniards), they came to reside in every state of Mexico except for one (Tlaxcala), and 
they developed a monopoly on small-scale trade in northern Mexico.  Their economic success 
engendered widespread sinophobic sentiment as well as an organized anti-Chinese movement 
which culminated in the expulsion of the entire Chinese population of Sonora in 1931.  
email: rcromero@ucla.edu

 
 
Djamila Schans is a Ph.D. candidate at European Research Centre on Migration and Ethnic 
Relations, Utrecht University. 
 

I received my MA in Interdisciplinary Social Sciences with a major in studies of migration and 
ethnic relations and a minor in gender studies from the University of Utrecht. During my studies 
I spent one year in Japan, at Waseda University in Tokyo. Since two years I am a PhD student 
at the European Research Center on Migration and Ethnic Relations (ERCOMER) at Utrecht 
University, where I participated in the graduate program in Theory Construction and Advanced 
Methods of Empirical Research at the Interuniversity Center for Social Science Theory and 
Methodology (ICS). My P.hD. project focuses on ethnic differences in family ties. This project 
is embedded in a large data collection project called the Netherlands Kinship Panel Study 
(NKPS), funded partly by the universities of Amsterdam, Utrecht and Tilburg and partly by the 
Dutch Scientific Council. I am also involved in teaching the course ‘cultural diversity in family 
patterns’ which is part of the M.A. program in Migration, Ethnic Relations and Multiculturalism 
(MERM). My research interests are migration, family sociology, ethnicity, gender studies, and 
sociology of Japan.  
email:d.schans@fss.uu.nl
 

 
Jennifer Selby is a PhD candidate in the Religious Studies department at McMaster University in 
Hamilton, Canada.  
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My dissertation research focuses on issues of immigration, secularism, gender and Islam within 
the Maghrebian population in Paris, France. Specifically, I am interested in examining how 
secular French and Islamic religious discourses influence and challenge immigrant Muslim 
women’s construction of gender.  I undertook preliminary research in December 2003, and will 
begin a year-long ethnographic study in September 2004. 
email: selbyja@mcmaster.ca
 
 

Mara Sidney is Assistant Professor of Political Science at Rutgers University-Newark.  
 

Her research and teaching interests are in the fields of public policy, race and ethnicity, and 
urban politics.  She studies public policies and political struggles to advance racial equality, and 
the role that nonprofit and community-based advocacy groups play in them. To date, her 
research has focused on issues of housing discrimination, affordable housing, and urban 
education.  Her recent book, Unfair Housing: How National Policy Shapes Local Action 
(University Press of Kansas), argues that U.S. housing policies weaken the advocacy groups 
fighting racial inequality in housing.  Current projects include a cross-national study of new 
immigrants and housing advocacy, and a comparative study of US suburbs working for racial 
integration.  She holds a Ph.D. (2000) and an M.A. from the University of Colorado, Boulder, 
an M.A. from the University of Minnesota, and a bachelor's degree from Northwestern 
University. 
email:msidney@andromeda.rutgers.edu

 
 
Tanja St. Pierre is a Ph.D. student in Sociology at the Pennsylvania State University.  
 

Her interests are in demography, particularly welfare migration in the United States and 
fertilitiy assimilation in Germany.  Her dissertation examines the segmented fertility 
assimilation of various immigrant groups in the Federal Republic of Germany (FRG). 
email:tspierre@pop.psu.edu

 
 
Jordan Stanger-Ross is a doctoral student in History and Urban Studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania and a Visiting Research Fellow at the University of Toronto’s Centre for the Study 
of the United States.    
 

He is completing a dissertation on the spatial and social dynamics of ethnic life in post-
industrial cities, entitled "Configuring Community: Italian Ethnicity in Postwar Philadelphia 
and Toronto."  His previous research has included work on youth and the transition to adulthood 
as well as an exploration of ethnicity in the Civil War, which appear in the journal of Social 
Science History (forthcoming) and Nineteenth Century American History (Vol.3, No.1, Spring 
2002). 
email:jsr@history.upenn.edu
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Kristin Surak is a Chancellor's Fellow and Ph.D. student in the Department of Sociology at 
UCLA.   
 

She has recently completed a set of projects examining transformations and continuities in the 
practice of tea ceremony in Japan and the US through focusing on how practices become 
ethnicized in different contexts. Currently she is beginning work comparing the discursive  
fields of recent German and Japanese immigration debates.  Her other research interests include 
the role of migration in accounts of American Empire and the comings and goings of Japanese 
female emigrants. 
email:ksurak@ucla.edu

 
 
Rebecca Maria Torres is Assistant Professor of Geography at East Carolina University, 
Greenville.   
 

She holds a Ph.D. in Geography and a MS in International Agricultural Development from the 
University of California at Davis.  She has worked as a rural development practitioner in Peru; 
and has conducted research in Mexico, Cuba, Peru and the Southeastern United States.  Her 
research interests include rural development, international and rural-to-urban migration, 
agricultural transformation and tourism development.  Rebecca Torres’ migration-related 
interests include:  1) Latino transnational migration and settlement in North Carolina; 2) Dual 
language immersion educational models and their role in community development; 3) Tourism-
driven rural-to-urban migration in the Yucatan Peninsula; 4) Migratory linkages between new 
sending and receiving regions (the Yucatan Peninsula and North Carolina). 
email:torresr@mail.ecu.edu
 
 

Zulema Valdez is currently a visiting research fellow at the Gerald R. Ford School of Public 
Policy and the Population Studies Center at the University of Michigan.   
 

Dr. Valdez’ research interests include economic sociology, international migration, social 
inequality, race and ethnicity, and Latina/o sociology; she has been the recipient of grants from 
the Ford Foundation, SSRC, and UC Mexus.  Dr. Valdez is currently working on a book 
manuscript entitled, Economic Strategies of Survival and Mobility: Ethnic Entrepreneurship in 
the United States. 
email:zulema@umich.edu

 
 
Zoua Vang is a Ph.D. candidate in Sociology at Harvard University. 

 
Zoua graduated with a B.A. in Psychology and Sociology from the University of Pennsylvania 
in the fall of 1999.  After a year and a half of working at Public/Private Ventures, a nonprofit 
think tank company in Philadelphia, she began her graduate work in Sociology at Harvard 
University in fall 2001.  Zoua's graduate research focuses on disparities in anti-social behavior 
with respect to race, ethnicity and immigration.  In her current research, she explores the ways 
in which cultural assimilation influences immigrant youth's risk of engaging in crime and 
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violence.  For her dissertation, Zoua plans to do a comparative study of African and West 
Indian immigrants in the United States, the United Kingdom and Ireland.  Her interest in 
international migration is reflected in the many awards and honors that she has received.  In 
summer 2003, she was awarded an Inequality International Travel Grant to pursue 
predissertation research on immigrant communities in London.  More recently, Zoua received a 
European Network on Inequality fellowship to conduct research on issues related to 
immigration, race and crime at the Institute for the Study of Social Change at the University 
College Dublin, Ireland in fall 2004.  Lastly, she was accepted as a visiting scholar to the 
International Max Planck Research School for Demography, and will be taking a course on 
International Migration at the Universita degli Studi Roma in May 2004.     
email:vang@fas.harvard.edu

 
 
Ellen Wight is a third-year PhD student at UCLA, where she completed a master’s degree in 
2003.   
 

She previously completed an M.A. degree in Migration Studies from the University of Sussex 
in England.  Her primary research interests are in political and cultural sociology, particularly in 
the politics of immigration and in comparative perspectives on racial and ethnic categories.  
Also interested in urban sociology and in the social networks of low-income families, Ellen is 
currently working as an ethnographic researcher in Los Angeles as part of a three-city study of 
residential mobility and neighborhood effects (an evaluation of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s Moving to Opportunity experiment).  Her previous research includes a 
study of the homeland ties maintained by the Bosnian refugee community in Chicago and an  
Ethnographic study of the immigration courts which focused on immigrants’ understandings of 
US immigration laws. 

   email:ejwight@ucla.edu
 

 
Jamie Winders is a Ph D. candidate in Geography at Syracuse University.  As of Aug. 2004, 
Assistant Professor of Geography, Syracuse University. 
 

I am an urban geographer with interests in race/ethnicity, migration, gender, and identity.  I am 
currently at the University of Kentucky and will be defending my dissertation, “(Re)working 
the US South:  Latino Migration and the Politics of Race and Work in Nashville, Tennessee,” in 
early May (fingers crossed!).  In broad terms, I am interested in the ways that racialized systems 
of difference impact how people negotiate and construct urban landscapes and social terrains.  
As a Masters student, I worked on a multi-national immigration project in Canada and, as a 
doctoral student, lived in southern Mexico and studied transnational migration’s impacts on 
sending communities.  These experiences, combined with on-going interests in race and urban 
transformations, led to my current work which examines Latino migration to Nashville, 
Tennessee, and its impacts on racial formations and politics across the city and its low-wage 
worksites.  My research draws on critical race theory, qualitative feminist methodologies, and 
poststructural theorizations of identity and focuses on both contemporary and historical 
productions of racialized identities.  In August, I will begin as an Assistant Professor of Urban 
Geography at Syracuse University. 
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